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Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s new funding
program will provide $255 million to Canada’s
agriculture and agri-food industry over five
years, at $51 million per year. 

The Advancing Canadian Agriculture and Agri-
Food (ACAAF) program, launched on April 7,
2004, is the successor to the Canadian
Adaptation and Rural Development (CARD)
Fund. ACAAF will continue CARD’s mandate of
funding projects at the national, multi-regional
and regional level.  

Similar to the CARD program, ACAAF projects
will be delivered at the provincial and territorial
level by 14 industry-led councils. The annual
allocation for these councils will be $27.3
million per year, an annual increase of $2.3
million. Saskatchewan’s share of this new fund
is approximately $3.7 million per year. The
CARDS Committee, a committee of the
Saskatchewan Council for Community
Development (SCCD), will deliver the program
in Saskatchewan.

“It’s exciting,” says Louis Hradecki, CARDS
Chair. “With ACAAF, we can step up our efforts to
put our agriculture and agri-food sector on the
leading edge. We can help people capture new
opportunities, and invest in good ideas—things
that help Saskatchewan’s agriculture and agri-
food sector advance and innovate.”

The program is based on a three-pillar
framework:

• Pillar I: Industry-led Solutions to Emerging
Issues

• Pillar II: Capturing Market Opportunities by
Advancing Research Results

• Pillar III: Sharing Information to Advance the
Sector

Funding under Pillar I will support industry-led
projects that test or pilot approaches and
solutions that further the goals and objectives of
four of five elements under the Agricultural
Policy Framework—Environment, Food Safety
and Quality, Science and Innovation, and
Renewal. Pillar I projects can also act as an
incubator for pilots or projects which address
emerging issues or hold promise for future
policy or program development.

Pillar II supports projects that commercialize
research, thereby fostering the development of
value-added opportunities. This Pillar is aimed
at: leveraging research results into market
opportunities; strengthening the capacity of the
sector to commercialize research results;
encouraging business growth; and improving
the sector’s international competitiveness.

Sharing information to advance the sector is the
aim of Pillar III. This Pillar will support projects
that gather, analyze and share information for
projects that strengthen the sector’s ability to
participate in the policy dialogue and shape the
future of the sector. 

The three-pillar framework is the result of
extensive feedback from the agriculture and
agri-food sector. Consultations were held from
coast to coast in Fall 2003 to gain an
understanding of what kind of program was
needed, and how funding should be allocated.

“ACAAF is designed to be flexible, allowing for
regional and national collaboration,” Hradecki
explains. “This means we have access to more
funding for projects that are going to have wide-
reaching benefits. An example of this might be a
Saskatchewan innovation that could benefit all
three prairie provinces or even the entire
Canadian agricultural sector.”

A mutually beneficial initiative is called a
“collective outcome” project. By undertaking
such projects, there is an opportunity to further
increase annual funding from $3.22 million to
$3.7 million.

The CARDS Committee will continue to accept
funding applications under the CARDS program
until all funding has been allocated. Projects
approved under the CARDS program must be
completed by March 31, 2006.

For more information, please contact Laurie
Dmytryshyn, CARDS/AESI Manager in
Saskatoon: phone (306) 975-6849; email
dmytryshynl@sccd.sk.ca

New ACAAF Funding Program
Capturing New Opportunities
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A Tasteful Evening
Friday, October 29
Saskatoon Centennial
Auditorium
7:00 p.m.
The evening will showcase
Saskatchewan grown food and
feature Elizabeth Baird and Emily
Richards of Canadian Living Cooks.
The evening is hosted by comedian
Brigitte Gall with musical
entertainment by Brad Johner.
Tickets are $35 each, available 
at the Centennial Auditorium 
box office. 
See page 3 for details

CARDS APPLICATION DEADLINES
Application Deadline Meeting Date
June 14, 2004 August 12-13, 2004
September 10, 2004 November 9-10, 2004

Application Deadline Meeting Date
July 6, 2004 August 4, 2004
August 5, 2004 September 3, 2004
September 7, 2004 October 4, 2004

Applications for CARDS funding may be made
at any time, for up to 50% of total eligible
costs. Projects must be completed by 
March 31, 2006. Applications are considered 
at corresponding meeting dates as shown:

PROJECTS $5,000 AND UNDERPROJECTS OVER $5,000
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CATE Launches Web Site 
agtraining.ca Connects Learners With Training
After much research and preparation, the
Saskatchewan Council for Community
Development has launched the eagerly
anticipated Centre for Agribusiness Training and
Education (CATE) web site pilot program. An
official announcement was made at a news
conference in Saskatoon on
April 20.

Rick Pawliw, Executive Director,
Programs Branch,
Saskatchewan Learning, spoke
on behalf of Honourable
Andrew Thomson, Minister of
Learning.

“The CATE pilot program is a
much-needed initiative that will
go a long way toward linking
potential learners with available education and
training opportunities,” he said.

CATE is an 18-month pilot program centred
around an informative, easy-to-use web site. 
The site (www.agtraining.ca) connects potential
learners with agricultural and agribusiness
training opportunities, and is funded by the
Canadian Adaptation and Rural Development in
Saskatchewan (CARDS) Program and
Saskatchewan Learning, through its JobStart /
FutureSkills Sector Partnerships Program. 

The web site includes a searchable database to
help users find training opportunities that fit
their interests and schedules. Subject headings
are arranged in easy-to-use layers, starting with
business sectors, and then more specific areas
of interest. 

Where available, individual
course listings contain a course
summary, course length, location,
dates, times, and email links to
contact persons. Once several
courses of interest are found, a
personal “course shortlist” can
be created, saved and printed to
narrow down the options.

The web site also contains
information on financial

assistance, a resource section, and a section on
educational institutions. 

“We want the web site to be relevant to those
who are using it and we are encouraging web
site visitors to provide feedback,” says Louis
Hradecki, Vice-Chair of SCCD and Chair of the
CARDS Committee. “If they are looking for a
course on a particular topic but cannot find it,
that information will be very useful to us in
identifying possible gaps in agricultural or
agribusiness training opportunities.”

Users will be prompted to provide such
information by filling out the online form that
appears at a few points on the site. Since its
recent launch, SCCD has already added a new
feature and revised the web site based upon
feedback from web site users.

If you provide agricultural and/or
agribusiness education and training, and
would like to expand access to your courses
by posting them on the CATE web site, please
call the CATE Line 1-866-310-CATE [2283]; or
email cate@sccd.sk.ca.

This newsletter is
published by: 

102 - 15 Innovation Blvd.
P.O. Box 21038

Saskatoon, SK  S7H 5N9
Phone: (306) 975-6847
Fax: (306) 975-6850

SCCD Web Site: 
www.sccd.sk.ca 

AESI Web Site: 
www.sccd.sk.ca/aesi 

CARDS Web Site:
www.sccd.sk.ca/cards

AIMS Web Site:
www.sccd.sk.ca/aims

CARDS Toll-Free: 
1-800-641-8256

Financial support for this
newsletter has been provided 
by the Canadian Adaptation and
Rural Development in
Saskatchewan (CARDS) Program.
Funding for the CARDS Program 
is provided by Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada.

Canada

The Canadian Adaptation and Rural
Development in Saskatchewan (CARDS)
Committee of the Saskatchewan Council for
Community Development (SCCD) was invited
by the Minister to submit a proposal for
delivery of the new Advancing Canadian
Agriculture and Agri-Food (ACAAF) Program

in Saskatchewan. We expect to have program
details finalized by August and will be
receiving grant proposals shortly thereafter.
The CARDS Program will continue until all
funds have been expended. 

SCCD is pleased to offer the Centre for
Agribusiness Training and Education (CATE)
website, www.agtraining.ca, and toll-free CATE
Line. We will work closely with institutions to
ensure that current information on courses
and programs is provided on the web site. 

At the recent Bio-Science Week in Saskatoon,
a session entitled, “Bio-Science, Co-existence:
The Challenges and Opportunities” raised a

number of interesting issues from genetic
engineering to organics. The development of
genetically modified plants and products can
decrease the use of pesticides, herbicides and
fuel as well as increase yield to feed an ever-
expanding world population. In some
countries, cheap plentiful food will be a driving
force, but in other countries the sustainability
of small farmers with an adequate rate of
return will be a major issue. The real
challenge may be how to ensure adequate
food production to prevent starvation and yet
provide consumers with a choice of healthy
foods. 

Director’s
News and
Views

A Message from SCCD Executive Director,
Linda Pipke

New SCCD
Web Site

How do you pack more information
into a web site, yet make it leaner 

and easier to navigate?
Visit www.sccd.sk.ca to find out.

The all-new SCCD web site is now
online, containing information in a

much more user-friendly format. You’ll
find details on specific programs like
Board Basics, Conflict to Consensus,

Leadership Saskatchewan and so on—
plus, the Community Development

Directories are now accessible.

The Community Development
Directories consist of a directory of

organizations, a directory of services,
and a directory of resources.

The base web address hasn’t changed
(www.sccd.sk.ca), but others within
the site have––be sure to visit soon

and update your bookmarked pages!

Louis Hradecki, Chair
SCCD
Mich Ozeroff
SCCD
Marilyn Jahnke
Livestock
Irvin Yorga
Livestock      

CARDS Committee & Ex-Officios

Rick Pawliw, Executive
Director, Programs Branch,

Saskatchewan Learning
speaks at the CATE news

conference April 20, 2004.

Elvin Haupstein
Supply Management
Chris Hale
Grains, Oilseeds, Specialty Crops
& Horticulture
Brett Meinert
Grains, Oilseeds, Specialty Crops
& Horticulture

Don Slind
Supply and Service Agri-Business
Bryan Kosteroski
Secondary Processors
Murray Purcell
Saskatchewan Association of Rural
Municipalities (SARM)
Gordon Hall, Vice-Chair
Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities
Association (SUMA)  

Jim Schick
Other
Jim Atcheson, Ex-Officio
MISB, Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada (AAFC)
R. Kofi Agblor, Ex-Officio
Agriculture Research Branch,
Saskatchewan Agriculture, Food
and Rural Revitalization (SAFRR)  
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The Saskatchewan Food Processors Association
(SFPA) has launched a new program to help
their members defer the costs of province-wide
in-store product sampling in major retail stores,
and of demonstrations at industry tradeshows. 

ÒA study was done a year ago, funded by CARDS,
that showed that product sampling, or food
demos, at retail stores and consumer
tradeshows are one of the top ways to entice
consumers to try and buy a product,Ó states
Luanne Lashyn, Executive Director of the SFPA.

There are almost 300 food processing
companies in the province and most are small
operations, employing fewer than 10 people
each. The SFPAÕs program helps defer the
average cost of an in-store demonstration,
which can be $15 to $20 per hour.

ÒThe SFPA program funds up to $7.50 per demo
hour,Ó Lashyn explains. ÒSo, on average, weÕre
helping defer half the cost of a demo.Ó

To be eligible, a
company is
encouraged to
promote the
ÒSaskatchewan
MadeÓ logo on its
products or provide

promotional material that emphasizes that the
product is manufactured in the province. 

The SFPA initiated a similar program several
years ago, with the same premise of helping to
promote Saskatchewan products in retail
outlets. One company that took part in that
program had remarkable success.

ÒWe helped a Saskatoon berry processor
organize a demonstration in Costco in Regina,Ó

Lashyn says. ÒFrom that demonstration, the
company began supplying their products to
Costco in Saskatchewan, and subsequently
across Canada. That was the impact of just one
company sampling for just one weekend.Ó

Lashyn says SaskatchewanÕs food processing
industry is more diverse than ever. Meat
products are the most popular, including many
new products using bison and other non-
traditional meats. The ethnic niche market is
also booming, including everything from 
exotic East Indian dishes to traditional 
Ukrainian perogies.

Lashyn says the program is intended to increase
consumer awareness of the Saskatchewan food
processing industry, and to generate sales for
food processors/producers. The project
launched March 1, 2004 and will continue to
March 31, 2005.

For more information, please contact Luanne
Lashyn, Executive Director of the
Saskatchewan Food Processors Association:
phone (306) 683-2412; email
lashyn@sfpa.sk.ca 

Try It Before You Buy It
In-Store Demo Funding Helps Food Processors

Exciting Projects Will Showcase
Agriculture and Food Industry
Last year, the Canadian Adaptation and Rural
Development in Saskatchewan (CARDS)
Committee brought together several key industry
stakeholders to discuss the need to coordinate
provincial agricultural awareness activities.

The resulting committee of industry and
government representatives, known as Growing
Saskatchewan, is now working on two exciting
projects that will bring SaskatchewanÕs
agriculture and agri-food industries to the
forefront of consumer awareness.

A Tasteful Evening
This event will be a definite must-see for anyone
who appreciates the artistry and taste of great
food. The evening will showcase the genius of
Canadian Living chefs, Elizabeth Baird and Emily
Richards cooking with Saskatchewan grown
food, and you will be served music and comedy
as appetizers. Following the performances, you
can browse and graze on samples of delicious
prairie cuisine while listening to first class live
music.

The event will be hosted by comedian Brigitte
Gall. Brigitte was born in Creelman,
Saskatchewan, and is proud of her Prairie rootsÐ
in fact, a lot of her funniest material is based on
her years growing up in Regina.  She has
performed in comedy clubs all over North
America and adapted her comedy show to
television for the Comedy Network and CTV.
Brad Johner will appear on stage and other
talented Saskatchewan musicians will entertain
you throughout the evening.

Plan to attend with your friends and family. The
event will be held at SaskatoonÕs Centennial
Auditorium on Friday, October 29, 2004. 
Tickets are $35 each, available at the Centennial
Auditorium box office or by phone: 
(306) 975-7777.

Growing Saskatchewan Magazine
This fall, Growing Saskatchewan will publish an
attractive, glossy new magazine called ÒGrowing
SaskatchewanÓ that will highlight
SaskatchewanÕs agriculture and agri-food
industry in a consumer-friendly format. It will
feature superb photography, recipes and articles
on exciting Saskatchewan events, people, places
and products. 

The magazine will be free and can be picked up
at a number of outlets throughout the province
with the first issue available in October, 2004.
The magazine is modeled after a similar
magazine in Alberta, called Food For Thought,
published by Growing SaskatchewanÕs sister
organization, Growing Alberta. 

More information on Growing SaskatchewanÕs
activities will soon be available. Watch for a
new web site, www.growingsaskatchewan.ca
for details, or contact Laurie Dmytryshyn,
CARDS/AESI Manager, in Saskatoon: 
(306) 975-6849/1-800-641-8256.

Growing Saskatchewan
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For a list of projects approved
for CARDS funding from
February 18, 2004 to present,
please visit
www.sccd.sk.ca/cards and select
ÔFunded ProjectsÕ.

Each listing online includes the
name of the applicant, a brief
project description, funding
approved by CARDS, and the
total cost of the project.

Conference
Connection
Bruno Cherry
Festival 
August 14-15, 2004 Ð Bruno

Presented by Carlton Trail 
Ag Society

Contact Marilyn Jonas,
President: (306) 369-2824

www.extension.usask.ca

Western Nutrition
Conference 
September 29-30, 2004
Sheraton Cavalier Hotel,
Saskatoon

Presented by Western Nutrition
Conference Planning Committee

Contact Shawn Fairbairn: 
(306) 244-5192 ext. 24

www.extension.usask.ca/
extensiondivision/noncredit/afh/
agriculture/wnc.html

Goat Herd 
Management
Seminars
October 23-24
Saskatoon or Regina

Presented by Canadian Boer
Goat Association

Contact Kerry OÕDonnell:
(306) 742-2050
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